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Gold is the new green

One of the most sought-after metals in the world
is at an all-time high, but there’s a murkier side to
all that mining. Sarah Royce-Greensill investigates
and profiles the designers helping consumers
to become more accountable for their purchases



NCIENT Colombsdan civilisations

ocovered the bodies of future kings

I it the Greeks wsed it In bariad

masks; Spandau Ballet devoted
asong to i Gold bas entranced hamankind
for millennla: the eartiest gold artefacts are
believed to be 7000 years old, Last year, the
price of gold reached an all-time high, proof
of our lmplicit fakh in the precious metal
But the process of extracting it from the
carth and refining it indo its fasedliar lustrous
form lsn't always peetty.

Dangerous woeking cond chid
Labour, pitiful pay and chemical polsoning
still plagoe the industry. Hlegal operations
are rife and even regulated mines have eovd
ronmental pitfalls, inchading pollution and
deforestation. An estimaged 20 tons of waste

Ons,

are generated Lo produce enough gold for cse
phain band and the livelibhoods of an esti
mated 100 millica people worldwide depend
on artisanal and senall-scale mining, which

typically occurs in unsafe, (legal mines
Great efforts have been made to eliminae
blood diamonds from the jewellery supply
chain and, now, consumers are turning thedr
atention to the provenance of thelr gold

6 One ton of electronic
waste yields 300g of gold,
compared with less than
30g in each ton of ore 9

Certified Falrmined and Falrtrade gold
comes from artisanal mines that adhere to
stract esvirosanental standards, Including the
safe use of chemicals. Miners receive a fair
peice for the gold, with measures in place to
protect their health and safety, eliminate
child labosar and create a positive Impact on
the wider community. Both organisations
offer anliow directories where customers
caa flad Jewellers who work with Pairtrade
or Fairmined gold. "It's wonderfal 10 know
that a purchase of jewellery handcrafied
with Psirmined godd makes a difference oo
a humanitarian level, Improving the lives
of 3o many people,’ says one soch jeweller,
Londoar-ased Thelma West

Falranined Ecological gold goes one step
further by guaranteeing
that no mercury or cyanide
s used In the mining peocess
Currently, only two mines (in Mongolia
and Peru) produce certified Falr.
mined Ecological godd. Arabel

Gold never loses its lustre or
its strength, however many
tirmes it is refined and remade
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Lebeusan, founder of ethical-Jewellery brasd
Lebrusan Studio, offers Falrmined Ecolog)-
cal pold. “We know It's possidie 10 essbeace
the beautiful materials that come from the
carth without harming our plaset o com-
promisiag those who Inhadé it she says
However, she acknowledges s limitations
By its nature, Falrmsined Ecclogical gold
s produced on a svach ssaller scale, so it's
often not as readily avallable. Sometimes,
we find curselves unable 1o source it st all
It also carries the highest price tag of all our
#old opticas; It Is by no meass the cheapest

way 10 prodace an ethical jewed

As 4o many brands, Lebeusan Studio also
offers the option of recycled gobd. Gold bas
been recyched for generntions—2 caa be repeat-
odly refined and re-ased withost sacrificing
stremgth or bastre. Goldsmiths collect the
Landest scrags froes their benches, as well as
poid dust from carpets and sarfaces, Previ
ously, these morseds would have been melted

and recast with newly mined gold, but, mow,
refineries offer 10O% recyclod gold. Tiffany
& Co has pledged thae, by 202

5 50 of Its

precious metals will come from recycled
sources. It Is a measure of the changing
market that, only six years ago, sourcisg
recycied goid was & challenge,’ says jeweller
Liv Lattredl, who works exchusively with
recycied metals. “The ecological and ethical
benefits of recycled gold are clear. There is
a magical guakey found in working with this
ancient material that can be wsed and cele
Beated again and again'

Britksh brand Lytse's crafis its jewellery
from goid recycied from electronic waste, One
ton of electronde waste yiekds 300g of gold,
compared with less than 302 in each ton of ore

‘Miscarded e-waste is & literal goldmine.
explalns founder Ellza Wakier, whose pleces
are stamped with a spocially created Sal
vaged Gold hallmark. “We are In the midst
of a climate emergency: the environmental
ramifications of built-in cbsolescence are con
cerning and arsustainable, Finding wealth
In our waste has to be the future
Lylie's also offers customers the option to
recycle unworn godd jewellery in exchange
for credit towards now pheces, a practice
that desigeer Bibi van der Velden, who also
works with recycled gold, hopes will becomse
widespread. ‘As an ambassador for sestain.
able pold, 1 have visited small-scale
mines in the Amason and witnessed
the knpact of mining first haevd
You travel thaough the beanst).
fal radnfocest and, all of a s

n,
you srrive in a moon-like landscage,
where the trees have been chopped
down and the fertlle ground has been
replaced by sandy nothlagness. It's
depressing” she saps. It's great =



1o mee artisanal miners working in a safe and
sustainable way, but (hey're still chopping
down e rakadorest 10 socess the gobd There
Is enough podd in circulation already, which
Is why we primarily use recycied gold unless
a client specifically requests Falrmined”
Through extensive research, van der
Velden Jocated a recycied-gold supplier in
New Zealand that she belleves offers the
‘greenest’ solution. She combines it with
other sustalnably sourced natural snateriabs
such as scarab-bectle
wings and 60,000.
year-old mammaoth
tush. However, not
all recycled gold
i pocessarily eco-
friendly. “You can
make no claim
about the prove-
nance of recyched
metal, when or
how it was mised
Simply because gold
Is recycled doesn't
mean that nobody
was harmed when
they mined it podnts
out Charlle Betts
managing director of The Betts Grosp,
2 200 year-obd faondly run gobd-ballion smelter
and refinery. As the UK's only registered
Fairtrade and Fairmined gold refiner, he
describes these as “fantastic initiatives, but
fraught with issues in terms of the price
premium and supply coasistency. Artisanal
mining makes up ondy about 10% of global
gold prodection and audited Falrtrade com-
peises a tiny percentage of that. It can pever
De & mass-market soluthon’,

6 If there is gold, it will
be mined, so we may
as well do it in the
most responsible way 9

e

Abore: Melted down, gold could be new or old. Jelon: A Chimu burial mask from Pory

In 2017, the Betts Group, together with
Hemmingbérd Resources, lasanched Single
Mine Origin gold (SMO), which originates
froes the resporaitly managed, mercury-free
Yasdolila gold mine in Mall. Refined separ
arely to other precious metals and traced
froen mdne 10 jeweilor, Mr Betts calls & respon-
sty sourced pold without compromises” The
company now supplies SMO gold to thou:
sands of UK jewellers, including G. Collins
£ Soos in Tunbeidae Wells, Kent, and Hamblton

& Inches in Edinbargh

Earlier this year,
Boodles anscunced
2 now exchasively
uses SMO gold, too

Each plece comes
with a QR code that
reveals where the
pold was mined,
together with
detalls on the esnvd
ronmental and social
prograsmes (n place,
which range from
Isvestment in Jocal
schools and health-
Ccare 1o planting vege-
table gardens and
teaching skills, such as beekeeping and foe
ostry, providing aternative livelihoods that
will laat kong after the mine has closed. "Mining
Is soen &5 an inherently damaging process,
but, when ' done properly, 1t has a bagely
positive mpact on communities,’ adds Mr
Betts's brother Dan, managing director
of Homaningbird Resources. ‘Rather than be
ashamed abost mining, we want Lo showease
the good that mines can do when they are
managed property. I there is gold in the easth,

For your jewellery box
Ning-Corat saMagoo-goid
Madonna & Child Pencant,
4TS, Lyte's (nohe; 020-3554
5972, waw yles comy

18-carat Scotteh-goid, ruby and de
mord earrings, Haminon & Inches,
7905 piore, 0131225 4898 www
hamiltonandinches comy -
18-carat Falrmined white and
rose gold and diamond Ariel
Marquise necklace, £14,000,
Thelma West (020-7287 7953;
www. thelmawest.com)
18-corat Fartracie white goid
and damond Persephons ring

Farminec Ecologesl Goid avalibie Ve
N MQUEst), Proe On appicaton, L
Lobrusan Studo Fipht; 0746 7 N

S350, wwn bnusarstucocom) @
18-carat recycled-gold and

18-carat recycied-goid and da
mend Lon ring, £5,.344, Bl van
Ser Vielden (right; 00 31 20 626
9005 www.auverture.com)

somebody will mine I£, 50 we may a8 U
well do it In the most responsitde way'

The company alms to accredit more mines
with SMO status In order to Increase the
supply and, ultimatedy, trareform the industry
SMO godd has emotional as well as environ-
mental bemelits. “When people know where
the product comes from, they feel connected
1o it notes Mr Betts. He cites Emefa Cole,
a Ghanalan-born, Loadon-based designer,
who uses SMO gold: "She was excited about
the fact that this West African gold has cul
tural links to the infloences behind her
Jowellery' There are examples of SMO gold
closer 10 hotee, 100. Hamilton & Inches is one
of only two jewellers with a bicence (0 use
Scottish gold, the first spoils of which were
extracted from the Cononish mine north of
Loch Lomoad in 2000, under strict emnviron
mertal and ethical standards, with measures
even put in place to protect the resident bat

Ultimately, no sdngle solution s perfect,
but the more we know, the more we can make
an educated buying decision. “There is not
a onestze-fits-all solution,’ explains Miss
Luttrell Tt's In the power of individual con-
sumerns 1o ask questions that will drive the
market to become more accountable.” S



